
Connect Group Sunday – 4th July 
Host:  Welcome everyone.  Explain that we are going to have a short time of worship and 
prayer together.  Please adapt the timings to suit the group, and if there are children seek 
to engage them in what you do. 

Opening  (5mins) 

We are in the middle of a sermon series about meals with Jesus called, ‘A place at the 
table’.   Share a story of a great meal you have had! 

Worship  (5 mins) 

Invite different people to read these bible verses Psalm 19 1-5; Psalm 96 11-13.     

Ps 19   

The heavens keep telling the wonders of God, 
And the skies declare what he has done. 
Each day informs the following day; each night announces the next. 
They don’t speak a word, and there is never the sound of a voice. 
Yet their message reaches all the earth, and it travels round the world. 
In the heavens a tent is set up for the sun. 
It rises like a bridegroom and gets ready like a hero eager to run a race. 
It travels all the way across the sky.   Nothing hides from its heat.  

Ps 96 

Tell the heavens and the earth to be glad and celebrate! 
Command the ocean to roar with all of its creatures  
And the fields to rejoice with all of their crops 
Then every tree in the forest will sing joyful songs to the Lord 
He is coming to judge all people on earth with fairness and truth. 

Ask people to sit and listen for a few minutes:    Notice all the sounds you can hear.  Can 
you hear sounds of living things? How many can you hear.  Can you hear different birds? 

Ask people to look around:  What do you see?  What strikes you? 

Take a moment to praise God out loud for all you can hear and see. 

Read the psalms again.  

Bible Story/Reflection (10/15 mins) 

Read the story about Jesus and Zacchaeus from Luke 19:1-10 out loud. 

Host:  either yourself or someone else read out these questions to the group as they take a 
few minutes to reflect on them.   Get everyone to sit quietly, maybe close their eyes and 
imagine this encounter with Jesus: 

Jesus looked up at Zacchaeus and said, ‘I am coming to your house for dinner’. 

Imagine you are in this story, you are hiding in a tree  (or somewhere else).   Imagine Jesus 
sees you, looks straight at you and invites himself into your home.    What does that feel 
like? 



Imagine him coming into your house.    What is that like?   What do you feel about him 
being there? 

Imagine him sitting down and you giving him a meal?   What do you give him?   What is it 
like sitting with him?    

Is there anything that comes to you that you want to say to him?   What does he reply? 

Take 5 minutes to allow your imagination to be let loose and reflect.   Then if there is 
time share what the experience was like. 

Prayer (5 mins) 

There may be things that people there need prayer for or things or people they are 
praying for.  Pray for these together.    There are a few people in the community who need 
prayer just now, Moira, Cathy or others you know of.      

Bread and Wine (5 mins) 

If you want to take bread and wine together you may want to choose yourselves how to do 
this. 

You could read Luke 22: 14-19 

Jeus said ‘Eat this as a way of remembering me’.   As you take bread and wine together, 
take a moment of silence, remember something that Jesus has done for you, some special 
moment you have had with Jesus.   After you have taken the bread and wine, you may 
want to share this memory with each other. 

 

Finish with someone reading this as a blessing:  

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields  
and until we meet again,  
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 
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